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TITLE

ENQUIRY
QUESTION

SHORT
DESCRIPTION

LEARNING OUTCOMES

What will students learn as a result of
doing this activity?

Ordinary Heroes

How to overcome the bystander effect ?

It happens sometimes. We see someone being
bullied, we hear discriminatory remarks, we
are confronted with people in need. We want
to intervene but we feel blocked. “The road
to Auschwitz was built by hate, but paved by
indifference”, said historian lan Kershaw. But still
today we encounter many situations in which we
as ‘bystanders’ are confronted with a dilemma: to
help or not to help ?

Students will:

* Learn from the past by linking historical roles
with the analysis of contemporary bystander
behaviour

* Gain a better understanding of what bystander
behaviour can look like and how it should be
approached in a nuanced way

* Understand which factors play a role when
bystanders remain silent

* Develop scripts and skills to break the
bystander effect




KEYWORDS * Remembrance education and/or history
education

» Citizenship/democracy education

* Antisemitism

* Racism

+ Xenophobia and other prejudices (e.g.,
Islamophobia)

* Human rights/discrimination

* Radicalization prevention

* The Holocaust and/or other genocides

* Media literacy

* Critical thinking

TEACHING * Making the past relevant

CHALLENGES * Multiperspectivity
* Promotion of a safe learning environment

DEVELOPED SKILLS * Applying knowledge of the past
RELATING * Change and continuity
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PART TWO

INDICATIVE AGE 16 y and older
Secondary education
Age of the students who you expect to

work with. Higher education

PRIOR No prior knowledge required

KNOWLEDGE
REQUIRED FROM
STUDENTS

APPROXIMATE TIME 1.5 hours




PART THREE

STUDENT
MATERIALS

TEACHER
MATERIALS

ONLINE
MATERIALS

PART FOUR

AUTHORS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

LICENSE

MORE HELP

Where can a teacher get more help with
this activity?

* Worksheet ‘And you?’ (bystander)
* Worksheet ‘And you?’ (upstander)

PPT

Script

Character cards

Cases of contemporary contexts of bystanders

https://www.kazernedossin.eu/EN/Docs/Material-
Ordinary-heroes
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