
ACTIVITY PLAN

 

TITLE OF THE ACTIVITY Preparing to Visit Auschwitz-Birkenau

ENQUIRY QUESTION How do you feel when you think about visiting 
Auschwitz-Birkenau and what are your 
expectations?

INDICATIVE AGE

LEARNING OUTCOMES •	 What Auschwitz was during the Holocaust and 
what it is today.

•	 They will have varying emotional reactions 
during their visit and after and that this is 
normal.

•	 Auschwitz is not just a museum, so visitors 
must behave in an appropriate manner.

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE  
OF STUDENTS

What do students already need to know 
to learn during this activity?

It is useful if students have studied the Holocaust 
and are familiar with the context of where the 
death camps fit in this history. Some key terms to 
be familiar with are: identification, antisemitism, 
ghettos, deportations, segregation, the Final 
Solution.

BLOCKS TO LEARNING

What are students likely to find particularly
hard? What needs to be addressed in the
lesson to make sure the planned learning
can take place?

The main obstacles for students relate to sharing 
their emotional reactions to the learning and what 
they worry about when they visit the camp and 
what they are going to see. 



LESSON STRUCTURE The presentation starts with an introduction about 
the organisation and the work it does. It then 
focusses on why people visit concentration camps 
and thigs to consider when you visit them. It moves 
on to an overview of what the Holocaust was and 
then places Jewish life in Poland, the town of 
Oswiecim and Auschwitz-Birkenau in that context. 
Primary and secondary sources from USHMM and 
Yad Vashem are then introduced with some group 
activities. Followed by a reflection on their feelings 
of what they have just learned about and how it 
impacts their expectations of their visit.  This leads 
into a discussion about appropriate behaviour and 
emphasising the uniqueness of Auschwitz being 
more than just a museum. A conclusion talking 
about the liberation of the camp and life after the 
Holocaust brings students out of this journey. 

ACTIVITY  
PREPARATION

The online resources as listed above and the 
attached script and testimonies from survivors.



DESCRIPTION  
OF THE ACTIVITY

1.	 Introduction to HETI and our programmes. 
Reasons why we visit Auschwitz Birkenau and 
things to consider when visiting there.  
Slide 1 -4

2.	 An overview of what the Holocaust was, 
where it took place, who was involved and 
who were the victims. We include some 
information about Jewish life in Poland before 
the Holocaust and about Oswiecim, the town 
beside which Auschwitz was established. 
Slide 5 - 11

3.	 Video from USHMM ‘Encountering Auschwitz’ 
paired with a description of the three different 
camps that were part of the Auschwitz 
complex. 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1SzuCBVPPZc 
Slide 12

4.	 Group exercise: (Pair – share – discuss) Use 
personal testimonies from young people who 
were deported to Auschwitz. Ask students 
to reflect on what they have read and to 
remember the name of this person, so they can 
think of them when they visit Auschwitz. 
Slide 13

5.	 Photographs from Yad Vashem: Show the 
Auschwitz album to highlight the sequence 
of events from arrival at the camp, through 
selection for death or forced labour, up to 
the deaths of the victims. Tell the story of Lili 
Jacobs and how she found the album after 
liberation. 
Slide 14

6.	 Reflection
7.	 Group exercise: In groups, make a list of any 

fears or apprehensions they have about visiting, 
any questions they have but feel they cannot 
ask.

8.	 Group discussion: Talk about appropriate 
behaviour when visiting Auschwitz. Highlight 
that they are not just visiting a museum or 
a memorial, Auschwitz is also a cemetery 
and many of the victims’ families will visit to 
remember their loved ones. 
Slide 15 - 16

9.	 Reflection and Conclusion: Life after liberation. 
Slide 17 - 18


